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INTRODUCTION


In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus identifies the significant role of relationships for God’s people: with brothers and sisters in Christ, with neighbors and enemies, and with the opposite sex—particularly with one’s spouse. Thus, Jesus discusses here in these verses matters related to love outside of marriage, love inside the marriage relationship, and promises (oaths) made to each other. Let us examine the teachings of Jesus.

I.
LOVE RELATIONSHIPS OUTSIDE OF MARRIAGE (vv. 27-30)

1.
The Original Word (from God): “Do not commit adultery” (from Ex 20:14).

2.
The Original Intention (from Jesus): When love for one’s neighbor becomes lust, the person “has already committed adultery” in his/her heart.
3.
The Application for Us: Take drastic steps to overcome temptation.

Do not allow anything to cause you to see a neighbor as a thing instead of a person. Treat each person with love and respect and as persons for whom Christ died. For singles, love relationships must be mindful of the rights and responsibilities of self and others. For married persons, love relationships outside of marriage are simply not permitted. Stop looking for something better than what you have.
II.
LOVE RELATIONSHIPS IN MARRIAGE (vv. 31-32)

1. The Original Word: “Anyone who divorces his wife must give her a certificate of divorce” (from Deut 24:1).
2. The Original Intention: Such radical action is not permitted except for “marital unfaithfulness,” the original intention of the words “some indecency.”

(1) Rabbi Hillel (liberal view)—“for any and every reason” (cf. Matt 19:3-9).

(2) Rabbi Shammai (conservative view)—only for unfaithfulness and barrenness.

3. The Application for Us: If you leave your spouse for any other reason and either marries again, the one who marries & that new spouse are committing adultery.

Marriage is to be a lifelong commitment—i.e., until death separates you. Thus, marriage is a serious step and requires careful consideration before marriage!

III.
LOVE AND OATHS IN MARRIAGE (vv. 33-37)

1. The Original Word: “Do not break your oath, but keep the oaths you made to the Lord” (from Lev 19:12; Num 30:2; Deut 23:31; cf. Matt 23:16-22).
2. The Original Intent: Every oath is important, not just those made to God. It is better NOT to swear at all—not by heaven, earth, Jerusalem, or your own head.

3. The Application for Us: “Yes” or “no” is sufficient for the trustworthy.

Keep your oaths, your promises, to God and your spouse. Do NOT look for a convenient excuse to betray your word. Your promise “to love, honor, and forsake all others” is made to your spouse and with God as a witness. Pre-marriage agreements may be acceptable among worldly-minded people, but not among God’s people. Jesus cautions us: “What God has joined together, let no man separate” (Matt 19:6).
CONCLUSION


God’s plan for us as His children is that we love, marry, and be faithful unto death. No exception is given to permit adultery. There is no excuse to break our promise, our oath, to our spouse (and to God). Therefore, keep your focus upon your spouse. Allow nothing to come between the two of you! In Matthew 19, the disciples said it would be better not to marry if divorce is not permitted. Jesus responded that the single life is not for everyone; rather, it was an acceptable life choice only for some. A word of hope: Although God hates divorce, He does not hate the divorced person. He can also forgive the sin of divorce.

Illustration from the movie When Harry Met Sally
